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Faculty mentor information
	Faculty mentor
	Contact information

	Name
	Email/phone and campus location



Course Coordinator (CC)
	Name
	Email
	Location

	Patty Roberts (Lead)
	robe1204@msu.edu
	EL



[bookmark: _Toc222669443]Who to Contact with Questions
	Question, Need, or Topic
	Contact Person

	Course - Logistics & Details
	Contact CC for rooms, groups, materials, links, schedule, etc.

	Course - Overall
	Contact Course Directors (in bold above).

	Course - Specific Content
	Contact Contributing Faculty for the content (see schedule).

	Absences
	Contact Course Director (in bold above).

	Behavior 
	Submit exemplary or concerning behavior to the CGPI.

	Enrollment
	Inquire with MSUCOM Registrar.

	Personal/Wellness Needs
	Inquire with Wellness & Counseling.

	Report kudos or suggestions related to inclusion in the curriculum	
	Submit a DO Better form.  https://tinyurl.com/DO-Better-Form

	Study Skills or Progression
	Inquire with Academic & Career Advising.

	Technical Support
	Inquire with MSU IT Service Desk. Indicate COM affiliation.
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OST 589 - Independent Study Project is a variable credit (1 to 6 credit hours) course available on approval of the College of Osteopathic Medicine for students enrolled in the D.O. degree program.  This course provides a format for a student to engage in a project of their design under the guidance of a faculty mentor, with defined objectives and expectations for earning credit.  

Because each project will be unique, this syllabus serves as a framework for developing and documenting an independent study project (“ISP”) as an elective course for which credit may be earned and noted in the student’s transcript.  

How to use this syllabus
The student who wishes to enroll in this elective will be expected to identify a faculty mentor.  Together, the student and faculty mentor will document the terms of the ISP using this template.  Each section contains space for the student and faculty mentor to define the objectives, outcomes, timelines and means for determination of a passing grade in the elective course.  Please look for yellow highlighted prompts where details are to be entered; these prompts may be removed in the final edited version of the syllabus.

In addition, the amount of time committed to the course will be calculated and will correspond to the number of credit hours in which the student is enrolled.  The final completed syllabus will be submitted by the student or faculty mentor to the Office of Academic Programs at MSUCOM, A-331 East Fee Hall, or via email to com.osteomedap@msu.edu.  The Associate Dean for Medical Education will review and approve the syllabus.

The time that the student invests in the ISP should be estimated at the onset of the project. The number of credit hours assigned to the course will correspond to the time commitment of the project, according to the formula that one (1) credit hour equates to fourteen (14) hours of work.  The allocation of time may vary from week to week during the semester. The start and end date for the elective may be at any time during the semester as defined by the university calendar available at reg.msu.edu.  The student should complete a time log and submit it to the faculty mentor at the conclusion of the elective.

Once the syllabus is approved, the student may enroll in the elective through the usual COM process. A student may have multiple enrollments in OST 589 up to a maximum of 18 credits.  Each enrollment may represent a unique ISP or may represent a continuation of a prior ISP.  In this case, the content and outcomes of the ISP must be sufficiently different to justify the additional credit hours.




ISP Summary:
Please describe the ISP here, noting the goals or outcomes of the project. You may attach additional pages if needed. 

The faculty mentor will serve as the course coordinator and instructor of record for this elective and will determine the grade in the course.  If more than one faculty member is involved in the ISP, list only one to serve as course coordinator/instructor of record.

Enter the name and contact information for the mentor who will serve as instructor of record:
[bookmark: _Toc443391507]Name: 
Phone:	
Email:  
Address:

The student and the faculty mentor should determine preferred and alternate means of communication during the ISP.  Frequency of meetings or check-ins should be established in advance.
Enter notes regarding communication and meetings below.
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The objectives for each ISP will be developed between the student and the faculty mentor.  The student is encouraged to develop their own objectives that support the goals or desired outcomes of the project.  Objectives should be specific, measurable, and attainable within the time frame of the project.

ISP Objectives:
Enter three to five objectives here.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
[bookmark: _Toc322431594][bookmark: _Toc322431806][bookmark: _Toc443391512][bookmark: _Toc453311256][bookmark: _Toc98572061][bookmark: _Toc222669448]Textbooks and Reference Materials
Enter any required or recommended resources or texts here.  

	Status
	Resource

	Required
	Example: Rhoades RA and DR Bell, Medical Physiology: Principles for Clinical Medicine 5th ed.(2018) Lippincott Williams & Wilkins [ISBN# 9781496310460] (Digital copy of Medical Physiology).

	Optional
	Example: Bates’ Guide to Physical Examination and History Taking 12th edition (2017). Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins [ISBN: 9781469893419] (Digital copy of Bates').



[bookmark: _Toc222669450]Grading Requirements
The MSUCOM D.O. degree program incorporates both horizontal and vertical curriculum integration, meaning course activities and assessments require ongoing development and integration of knowledge and skills acquired in previous courses. Required components include:
The student’s course grade is determined by the completion of the following:
· Completion of independent work as defined in the syllabus
· Submission of the documents described above

· P-Pass—means that credit is granted and that the student achieved a level of performance judged to be satisfactory by the instructor.  To obtain a “P” grade for this course, a student must complete the objectives and action items agreed to by the faculty mentor.
· N-No Grade—means that no credit is granted and that the student did not complete the requirements of the elective as stated above and will consequently receive an “N” grade.
· Remediation - Since all of the Electives in the MSUCOM curriculum are optional, Students are not required to remediate the elective if an “N” grade is issued. 

Grading criteria for this ISP should be determined by the faculty mentor and reviewed with the student at the onset of the project.  List specific criteria that will be used to determine the course grade in the table below. Criteria may be based on completion/submission of action items or may be quantified as points or scores.  If points or scores are used, indicate the total points needed to earn a passing grade. Examples are provided but may be edited or deleted. Add or delete rows as needed.  

	Criterion
	Points or score (if applicable)
	Details

	Completion of time log

	1 point
	Must be submitted to pass the course

	Completion of annotated bibliography with at least 10 relevant articles
	1 point per annotation 
up to 20 points
	Must earn at least 10 points in this section up to a maximum of 20 points.


	Completion of a final manuscript

	Up to 20 points
	Points may be deducted for quality of content, or errors in grammar or spelling.
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[bookmark: _Toc222669452]Academic Support Resources at MSUCOM
Students are encouraged to connect with Academic and Career Advising (ACA) to access academic, board, and career advising across the 4-year D.O. curriculum. As a way to acclimate to the MSUCOM curriculum, you may access ACA’s On Target website for semester roadmaps, tools needed to be successful in the curriculum, and targeted resources for different learning situations. Each semester’s roadmap contains course expectations, tips, potential challenges, notes on longitudinal content and skills integration, and study guides. 
[bookmark: _Toc222669453]College or University Policies with Which Enrolled Students Must Be Familiar
	[bookmark: _heading=h.mkh0e4go6e3g]Policy
	Location

	Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use
	Student Handbook - AI Policy

	Common Ground Professionalism Initiative
	MSUCOM CGPI Site

	Disability & Reasonable Accommodation
	Student Handbook - Diversity and Inclusion

	iClicker
	Student Handbook - Information Technology Resources

	Medical Students Rights and Responsibilities
	Office of Spartan Experiences Site

	MSUCOM Academic Code of Professional Ethics
	Student Handbook - Academic Code of Professional Ethics

	Osteopathic Clinical Training & Student Safety
	Student Handbook - Osteopathic Clinical Training & Student Safety

	Preclerkship Attendance & Absences
	Student Handbook - Attendance & Absences

	Preclerkship Examinations
	Student Handbook - Preclerkship Examinations Policy

	Pregnancy and Pregnancy-Related Conditions
	Pregnancy and Parenting Information | Office for Civil Rights and Title IX

	Relationship Violence & Sexual Misconduct & Title IX
	Office for Civil Rights & Title IX Education & Compliance Site

	Religious Observance Policy
	Office of the Registrar Site

	Remediation
	Student Handbook - Remediation

	Student Handbook
	Student Handbook


[bookmark: _Toc222669454]Student Feedback
MSUCOM values student feedback, using this to model practice-based learning and improvement and to promote continuous quality improvement of learning experiences.

	Route
	Description

	Informal
	We invite you to provide constructive suggestions to Course Directors, Contributing Faculty, or Course Coordinators at any time.

	Formal
	MSUCOM will deploy brief surveys through Medtrics to gain feedback on the Course and Course Directors.
Additionally, MSU sends an optional Student Perceptions of Learning Survey (SPLS) to enrolled students at the conclusion of each course to gain feedback on the course and Course Directors. 


[bookmark: _Toc222669455]Course Schedule and Changes to Schedule or Requirements
Due to external circumstances (e.g., weather/maintenance closures, clinical obligations, student cohort needs, etc.), course requirements published in the course syllabus and/or course schedule may be subject to change. Timely communication regarding changes will be provided to enrolled students via the course D2L site, Google Calendar, and/or MSU email. Contact Course Director and/or Coordinator with questions. Any changes made will be considerate of the MSU Code of Teaching Responsibility and the Medical Students Rights and Responsibilities.
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