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Drivers of Rural Health
PH 834 730 Syllabus
3 Credits
Spring 2026
1/12/2026 – 5/1/2026 

Instructor Information
Name: John M Clements, PhD 
Email:  clemen69@msu.edu	
Office hours: Virtual Office Hours via Zoom

Course Description
Drivers of health recognizes that social, cultural, and political systems can be changed to address conditions that negatively impact health. This course will build off foundational understandings of rural public health concepts by requiring deeper analysis of drivers of health to uncover patterns, analyze why and how drivers interact to impact outcomes, and compare effects both globally and domestically. A broad theme across the course includes considering how the availability of resources in rural communities interacts with drivers to impact health outcomes in rural/global communities.

Course Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 
1. Describe the difference between determinants of health and drivers of health.
2. Compare/Contrast drivers of health and their impact on rural/urban/global communities.
3. Develop an understanding of the historical and systemic root causes of health inequities in rural communities.
4. Examine inequities and disparities in health outcomes across rural populations and communities.
5. Analyze the role of social and cultural factors in shaping healthcare access, utilization, and quality.
6. Explore interventions to improve health equity in rural communities.

Foundational Public Health Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 
4.	List major causes and trends of morbidity and mortality in the US or other community relevant to the school or program
7.	Explain effects of environmental factors on a population’s health
10.	Explain the social, political, and economic determinants of health and how they contribute to population health and health inequities 
12.	Explain an ecological perspective on the connections among human health, animal health and ecosystem health (e.g., One Health)

MPH Competencies. The MPH Program covers 22 foundational public health competencies (specified by the Council on Public Health Education – CEPH) as well as five (5) general concentration competencies, six (6) rural concentration competencies, and six (6) data management and analytics competencies (developed by the MPH Program). The MPH program and its courses are designed to help you achieve these competencies. You were introduced to the competencies as part of the MPH Program Orientation, and PH 801 introduces the competencies as well. For a refresher on the competencies refer to your student handbook. Each of the competencies requires attainment of specific skills and knowledge areas by the time you graduate. See the table at the end of the syllabus for details about which modules, activities, and assignments align with the competencies of this course. The following competencies are included in this course:

Foundational Public Health Competencies 
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:

Public Health & Health Care Systems
FC#6: Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism undermine health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community, and systemic levels

Planning & Management to Promote Health
FC#7: Assess population needs, assets and capacities that affect communities’ health

Rural Public Health Competencies
[bookmark: _Hlk179530558]RC#2: Evaluate how the shared environment (e.g., the interconnection between people, animals, and plants) impacts population health in rural communities.
RC#3: Analyze root causes of morbidity or mortality in rural communities.
RC#4: Explain the influence of key stakeholders (e.g., formal, or informal leaders, resident voice, or others) on rural health delivery and outcomes.

Course Materials
Required textbooks
Readings and other learning materials are posted on D2L and are freely available. 

Required Software
1. Internet browser compatible with D2L (Firefox or Chrome work best)
2. JavaScript
3. Acrobat Reader
4. PowerPoint
5. Microsoft Word or other word processing system

Course Requirements
· High speed internet connection
· Computer manufactured within the last four years (recommended)
· A webcam and microphone are required/recommended to participate in virtual classroom sessions. 
· Minimum screen resolution 1024X768
· Access to Desire2Learn learning management system.
· Zoom technology downloaded to your computer.

This course may require you to have a Webcam for class sessions in assignments. Classes and assessments may be conducted using zoom or other technology selected by your instructor which may use your computer’s Webcam or other technologies to communicate, monitor, and or record classes, class activities, and assessments. Assessments may also be conducted using proctoring software, which may listen to you, monitor your computer screen, view you and your surroundings, and record (including visual and audio recordings) all activity during the proctoring process. Please contact your instructor if you are unable to comply or have any questions or concerns.

Course Guidelines

Open/Close times This online course is built on a weekly framework of material including objectives, required readings, lecture content and video clips, external links, exercises, and discussion forums.  Additionally, exams and projects will be utilized throughout the course.  The course materials will open at 5:00 p.m. on Friday for the next week. Assignments may be completed and submitted at any time during the week they are due, however, all materials need to be posted by no later than 11:55 pm Eastern Standard Time on Saturday evening following the week of class, or on the date indicated on the course outline below.

Access to Desire2Learn (D2L)
· In your browser window, click the URL Desire2Learn (D2L). You will be taken to the D2L Login page.
· Click the Login button. You will be taken to a login screen. Type in your MSU NetID (or MSU Guest Account ). In the Password box, type your password. Click the “Login” button. You will be taken to your D2L My Home page.
· [bookmark: _Int_0N5dVZlj]If you have forgotten your MSU NetID password.  
· Help Desk at MSU Distance Learning Services: Local: (517) 432-6200 or Toll Free: (844) 678-6200 (North America and Hawaii)
· Help Desk at MSU Distance Learning Services: Go to HELP in the main toolbar, then under NEED HELP? click on the D2L Contact Form.  Complete and submit the form.  You should receive a response within 2 hours.

Library Information Chana Kraus-Friedberg, Public Health Librarian 
Phone: 517-884-8462 			Email: krausfri@msu.edu
· Be sure to review the Library Guide on your course home page for library resources to support your assignments.
· MSU Library 
· Public Health Resources 
· Contact Chana Kraus-Friedberg for any research or resource support.

Policies and Procedures

Academic Honesty and Integrity All students in an online classroom are entitled to an environment free from disruption and are expected to behave in a manner conducive to teaching and learning.  Students are expected to act in accordance with Michigan State University’s policy on academic integrity and the guidelines laid out in the Spartan Life Student Handbook. 

It is your individual responsibility to know and comply with all university policies and procedures regarding academic integrity and the Spartan Code of Honor.  Violations of the Spartan Code of Honor at Michigan State University will not be tolerated.  All MSU students pledge the following:

"As a Spartan, I will strive to uphold values of the highest ethical standard. I will practice honesty in my work, foster honesty in my peers, and take pride in knowing that honor is worth more than grades. I will carry these values beyond my time as a student at Michigan State University, continuing the endeavor to build personal integrity in all that I do."

Click on the following link for The Spartan Code of Honor. 

Violations will be reported to the student’s dean, the Dean of the Graduate School (for graduate students) or Dean of Students (for undergraduate students) for consideration of disciplinary action.  For additional information regarding Academic Integrity, please see Integrity of Scholarship and Grades or the Graduate Student Website for additional details.

Please remember cheating, lying, misrepresentation, or plagiarism in any form is unacceptable and inexcusable behavior. 

Plagiarism is defined as taking credit for someone else’s work or ideas. It is considered plagiarism if a student submits a piece of work (e.g., an essay, research paper, assignment, laboratory report) which, in part or in whole, is not entirely the student’s own work without fully and accurately attributing those same portions to their correct source.  This includes information taken from the internet which is not appropriately cited.    All students taking MPH program courses must submit the Indiana University Plagiarism Completion Certificate to receive a final grade in a course.

Understanding Plagiarism click on the following link: Indiana University Bloomington, School of Education. A tutorial for students on understanding what plagiarism is and is not. Includes a short quiz, examples of various types of plagiarism, and ten items for practice with feedback. 

Avoiding Plagiarism click on the following link: Purdue University Online Writing Lab.
Presents the contradictions of American Academic Writing and lists some actions that might be seen as plagiarism. Offers guidelines for giving credit, making sure you are safe, and deciding if something is “common knowledge.” Has practice exercises.

[bookmark: _Hlk209000171][bookmark: _Int_5bufUZj7]AI (Artificial Intelligence) Tools You must generate your own work in this class to develop your abilities to construct knowledge, analyze information, think critically, and compose effective written communication. When you submit any kind of work (including projects, papers, exams, quizzes, or discussions), you are asserting that the work is your own unless you indicate otherwise by the use of quotation marks and proper citation for the source. Submitting content that has been generated by someone other than you without proper citation is cheating and constitutes a violation of the MSU Student Code of Conduct. This content includes material that was created by an artificial intelligence (AI) application or tool (e.g., ChatGPT, Chegg, or Grammarly). Sanctions may include suspension or expulsion from the program.

One acceptable way of using AI tools, such as ChatGPT, is to type in questions or prompts to generate ideas for an assignment. For example, either before or after you ask ChatGPT a question, try conducting a Google search with the same sort of query and see what it turns up. Review, compare, and investigate. Repeat this cycle, keeping in mind that what you are getting from AI is unverified and potentially inaccurate information, not the reliable product of research and assessment. Cite every thought that is not your own.

Do not use AI tools to draft your work, even if you edit, revise, or paraphrase it. If you didn't write it, don't put your name on it and claim that you wrote it. Do not modify a few words here and there and claim you wrote the material. Close the AI site before you start drafting and put the real evidence and articles you found into your own words. Do your own analysis and critical thinking. 

You are responsible for the information that you submit based on an AI query (for instance, ensuring that it does not violate intellectual property laws or contain misinformation or unethical content). Your use of AI tools must be properly documented and cited in order to stay within university policies on academic honesty. For example, review this guidance from the American Psychological Association (APA) on citing the use of AI.

(Adapted from Oregon State University Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Minnesota Libraries, and Temple University).

MSU Privacy Statement MSU expects that you will respect the rights of faculty and other students as you participate in the educational process. Participating in a Desire2Learn course means that you may have access to personal information and academic work produced by other students and faculty members, such as discussion board postings, drafts of papers and other work produced in the course. Academic norms and MSU policy require that you must not reveal any information about classmates, course work content, or its authors to anyone outside the course.

Students should be aware that their use of Desire2Learn materials and communication tools in a particular course may be observed and recorded by the instructor of that course. These observations and records may include a student's access to online library materials linked through the Desire2Learn course website. Use of these observations and records must conform to the use and release of confidential student records as described in Michigan State University's Access to Student Information. Students may link to library resources directly, without linking through Desire2Learn, using the library website.

[bookmark: _Toc340757720][bookmark: _Hlk170203481]Attendance A student whose name does not appear on the official class list for a course may not participate in the course. Students must log in and participate during the first fourteen (14) calendar days of the semester; failure to do so will result in being dropped from the course.
If a student is going to be absent from class for one week or more and is unable to complete an assignment on time, the student must inform the instructor in advance to be formally excused and still receive credit for the assignment. The student must provide the instructor with an explanation in writing at least 24 hours before an absence. Emails received later than this will not be honored, and the student’s assignment will not be accepted. If a student has an emergency, the instructor must be contacted prior to the assignment due date to make alternative arrangements. Otherwise, the student will receive a 0.0 for the missed assignment(s).
A student who misses more than three (3) consecutive weeks of class (i.e., who does not participate actively in class assignments or activities) and who has not communicated with faculty to be excused from class will receive a failing grade of 0.0 in the course. Such students will also be reported to the Office of the Registrar for non-attendance and risk being dropped from the course.
Students who are not enrolled in courses for more than three (3) consecutive semesters are required to complete a readmission application to be considered for re-enrollment.
Assignment Submission & Grading Policy All assignments for this course will be submitted electronically unless otherwise instructed. Assignments must be submitted by the given deadline, or special permission must be requested from the instructor before the due date. Extensions will not be given beyond the next assignment except under extreme circumstances. Missing discussion assignments will affect your grade. The Desire2Learn tracking tool, discussions, live discussion sessions, group work participation, and self-evaluations will be considered in preparing this grade.

Turnitin Consistent with MSU’s efforts to enhance student learning, foster honesty, and maintain integrity in our academic processes, instructors will use a tool called Turnitin to compare a student’s work with multiple sources. The tool compares each student’s work with an extensive database of prior publications and papers, providing links to possible matches and a ‘similarity score.’ The tool does not determine whether plagiarism has occurred or not. Instead, the instructor must make a complete assessment and judge the originality of the student’s work. All submissions to this course may be checked using this tool.

Students should submit papers to Turnitin Assignment submission folder without identifying information included in the paper (e.g., name or student number), the system will automatically show this info to faculty in your course when viewing the submission, but the information will not be retained by Turnitin. In general, references used for a paper should be no more than 5 years old. Student submissions will be retained in the global Turnitin repository. Turnitin Syllabus Statement.
[bookmark: _Hlk192753355]Email Etiquette Policy All students and faculty are expected to maintain a civil and professional tone in all email communications. Messages should include formal salutations, clear language, and proper grammar, avoiding slang, abbreviations, or overly emotional language. All parties should aim to respond within a reasonable timeframe—typically 24–48 hours during the workweek—unless an out-of-office notification is in place or faculty are not required to respond (e.g., during summer research appointments). Patience, respect, and a mutual understanding of schedules are essential. For more details on professional communication, please consult the student/faculty professionalism policies in the Handbook.
Statement on Disability Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (from the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities (RCPD): Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services, and activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 517-884-RCPD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for accommodation has been determined, you will be issued a Verified Individual Services Accommodation ("VISA") form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to the accommodation date (test, project, etc.). Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible. 

If you have a documented physical, psychiatric/emotional, medical, or learning disability that may impact your ability to carry out assigned course work or will require extra time on exams, please notify the instructor within the first week of the course so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Relationship Violence and Sexual Misconduct Policy Michigan State University is committed to fostering a culture of caring and respect that is free of relationship violence and sexual misconduct, and to ensuring that all affected individuals have access to services. For information on reporting options, confidential advocacy and support resources, university policies and procedures, or how to make a difference on campus, visit the Title IX website.

Drops and Adds The last day to add this course is the end of the first week of classes. The last day to drop this course with a 100 percent refund and no grade reported is January 16 @ 8:00 p.m. Last day to drop with no grade reported February 5 @ 8:00 p.m. You should immediately make a copy of your amended schedule to verify you have added or dropped this course.



Grading and Evaluation Final grades are determined based on the student’s mastery of the course materials and demonstration of the required skills. The final grade will be based on the following criteria.

	[bookmark: _Hlk160618910]Grade
	Points
	Expectations

	4.0
	162-170 
	The student demonstrates a critical orientation to the material, incorporating an extensive knowledge base, reflection, discovery of tacit meanings, highly original thinking, and critical analysis and synthesis; consistent ability to integrate theory and practical experience.

	3.5
	153-161
	The student demonstrates some evidence of a critical orientation to the material, incorporating a wide knowledge base, and using reflections, discover or tacit meanings, some original thinking, critical analysis and synthesis able to integrate theory and practical experience.

	3.0
	145-153
	The student demonstrates an interpretive orientation to the material, incorporating a sound knowledge base, identification of underlying principles or themes, examples of situations or experiences, and some original thinking, critical capacity and analytic ability; able to integrate theory and practical experience to some extent. 

	2.5
	136-144
	The student demonstrates some evidence of an interpretive orientation to the material, incorporating and adequate knowledge base, identification of underlying principles or themes, examples or situations or experiences, and some original thinking, critical and analytic ability; integrates theory and practical experience to a limited extent.

	2.0
	127-135
	The student demonstrates a descriptive orientation to the material, incorporating a satisfactory knowledge base, some ability to analyze and evaluate critically, and some original thinking, limited integrations of theory and practice. 

	1.5
	118-126
	The student demonstrates some evidence of a descriptive orientation to the material, incorporating a fairly narrow knowledge base, some ability to analyze and evaluate critically and demonstrating limited original thinking; negligible integration of theory and practice.

	1.0
	99-117
	The student demonstrates a limited knowledge base, uses concrete problem-solving, limited critical evaluation, and negligible original thinking; no integration of theory and practice.



Evaluation/Rubrics A rubric is a scoring tool that specifies the criteria for an assignment and the characteristics expected for several levels of quality. Rubrics inform students of the criteria used to evaluate their work and make grading both faster and more consistent. Links to the course rubrics are found in the weekly assignment folders. 




	
	
	Course Outline
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 1 Module 1 
	Assignments/Due Date

	1/12/2026
	1.1 Sources of Information and Data about Rural Health

1.2 Drivers versus Determinants
	Review Lecture: Getting Started with Your Search on data.census.gov
Review Lecture: Data Science and Visualization Resources

	

	
	
	Required Reading
1.1
· Rural Data Explorer
· Chart Gallery by State
· Finding Statistics and Data Related to Rural Health 
· Data Sources with Social Determinants of Health Measures, CDC
· American Community Survey, United States Census Bureau
· Vital Statistics, Michigan Health Statistics
1.2
· Social Drivers of Health Initiative
· Social Drivers of Health 
	Module 1 Discussion DUE:



	Date
	Topic
	Week 2 Module 2 
	Assignments/Due Date

	1/16/2026
	Income and poverty
	Review Lecture: None
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Health, Income, And Poverty: Where We Are and What Could Help Health Affairs Health Policy Brief
· Socioeconomic variables explain rural disparities in US mortality rates: Implications for rural health research and policy. 
Optional: 
· Earned Income Tax Credit – one of the most effective PH interventions
· Economic Well-Being and Health: The Role of Income Support Programs In Promoting Health And Advancing Health Equity
	Voiceover PPT about ALICE measures and health outcome
DUE:

	Date
	Topic
	Week 3 Module 3 
	Assignments/Due Date

	1/23/2026
	Educational attainment, literacy, and health literacy
	Review Lecture: Education, health literacy, and misinformation in rural areas
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Educational Attainment in Rural Areas. Condition of Education.
· Health literacy in rural and urban populations: A systematic review.
· The influence of education on health: an empirical assessment of OECD countries for the period 1995–2015.
	Discussion Board Debate DUE: Original Post:
Follow-up: 

	Date
	Topic
	Week 4 Module 4 
	Assignments/Due Date

	1/30/2026
	Religious and political ideology in the rural U.S.
	Review Lecture: Politics, religion, and attitudes about health
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· The Urban–Rural Gulf in American Political Behavior.
· Walking the party line: The growing role of political ideology in shaping health behavior in the United States. 
· Religious Stereotypes vs. Reality in Urban, Suburban, and Rural America. 
· Religiosity and health: A global comparative study. 
	Response paper (Modules 4/5)
DUE:

	Date
	Topic
	Week 5 Module 5 
	Assignments/Due Date

	2/6/2026
	Race/ethnicity
	Review Lecture: Race, ethnicity, and rural health outcomes
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Rural Counties with Majority Black Or Indigenous Populations Suffer The Highest Rates Of Premature Death In The US. 
· The differential effects of rural health care access on race-specific mortality. 
· The Intersection of Rural Residence and Minority Race/Ethnicity in Cancer Disparities in the US. 
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 6 Module 6 
	Assignments/Due Date

	2/13/2026
	Sexual orientation and gender identity
	Review Lecture: LGBTQIA+ health experiences in rural America
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Required Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Reporting by US Health Centers: First-Year Data.
· Using sexual orientation and gender identity data in electronic health records to assess for disparities in preventive health screening services.
· LGBTQIA+ health in rural America.
	Small Group Discussion DUE:


	Date
	Topic
	Week 7 Module 7 
	Assignments/Due Date

	2/20/2026
	One Health
	Review Lecture: One Health
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· The One Health Approach—Why Is It So Important? 
· One Heath the future of rural health. 
· A system dynamics approach to understanding the One Health concept.
	Shared Environment and Population Health Poster DUE:
[bookmark: _Hlk157593099]


	
	
	Spring Break 2/28/2026 to 3/8/2026
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 8 Module 8 
	Assignments/Due Date

	3/6/2026
	Water quality, Air quality, Pollution
	Review Lecture: Air and water quality and pollution in the rural U.S.
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· It’s impossible to have healthy people on a sick planet
· Your health depends on where you live. 
· EJScreen: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool
· EnviroAtlas Interactive Map
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 9 Module 9 
	Assignments/Due Date

	3/13/2026
	Agricultural Systems
	Review Lecture: Exposure to agricultural chemicals

	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Food systems and rural wellbeing: challenges and opportunities
· Advancing the Health of Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers in the United States: Identifying Gaps in the Existing Literature, 2021
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 10 Module 10 
	Assignments/Due Date

	3/20/2026
	Community infrastructure and the built environment
	Review Lecture: TBD
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· The Built Environment and Health in Rural Areas
· Inequities in Physical Activity Environments and Leisure-Time Physical Activity in Rural Communities
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 11 Module 11 
	Assignments/Due Date

	3/28/2026
	Rural Housing
	Review Lecture: Rural Housing

	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Housing Quality by Disability, Race, Ethnicity, and Rural-Urban Locations
· Rural Housing. 
· The impact of housing conditions on health outcomes
· Rural Renting: An Empirical Portrait of Eviction (Only Read pp 1-14) 
· Eviction and the Rental Housing Crisis in Rural America
	Small Group Discussion DUE:

Root Causes of Mortality DUE:



	Date
	Topic
	Week 12 Module 12 
	Assignments/Due Date

	4/3/2026
	Transportation
	Review Lecture: Lack of Transportation in the Rural US
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· Case Study: A Transportation Solution for Rural Communities. 
	

	Date
	Topic
	Week 13 Module 13 
	Assignments/Due Date

	4/10/2026
	Access to healthy and affordable food.
	Review Lecture: Rural Food Deserts
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Rural Food Security in High Income Countries: A Systematic Literature Review
	Discussion Forum DUE: 
Original Post:
Follow-up post:

	Date
	Topic
	Week 14 Module 14 
	Assignments/Due Date

	4/17/2026
	Access to healthcare services
	Review Lecture: The State of Primary Care Access in the Rural U.S.
	

	
	
	Required Reading
· A Case Study of Using Telehealth in a Rural Healthcare Facility to Expand Services and Protect the Health and Safety of Patients and Staff
· What improves access to primary healthcare services in rural communities? A systematic review
	

	Date
	Topic
	Finals
	Assignments/Due Date

	4/24/2026
	
	FINALS WEEK
	None

	
	
	 
	


[bookmark: _Hlk166679031]***Finals Week 4/27/2026 – 5/1/2026***

Graded Assignments:
Module 1: Discussion Forum:	10 points
Module 2: Income, Poverty, Mortality PPT	10 points
Module 3: Debate Discussion Forum	10 points
Module 4-5: Politics, Religion, Race	10 points
Module 6: SOGI Small Group Discussion:	10 points
Modules 7-10: One Health PBB Poster	50 points
Module 11: Housing Small Group Discussion	10 points
Modules 2-6, 11-14: Root Causes of morbidity/mortality paper	50 points
Module 12: Transportation Discussion Forum	10 points
		TOTAL	170 points

NEVER ASSUME IT IS OK TO SUBMIT ANY WORK LATE. PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR ALTERNATE ARRANGEMENTS AHEAD OF TIME.

Specific guidelines  
· You are expected to check into the course site in D2L (Desire2Learn) at least twice a week (this is a minimum expectation). 
· [bookmark: _Int_iPynIjpw]It is very important that you check the announcements on the course homepage each time you go into the course website, since it is a place where the instructors post announcements and other news.

*NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus during the course of the semester.  Changes will be announced in the course announcement area.

Competency Attainment: the MPH program supports the attainment of 22 foundational public health competencies that are mandated by our accreditor, the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH), as well as other specific MPH concentration competencies developed by the MPH program. See the Competency Assessment Table below for details about how competency attainment is assessed in this course.


	Competency
	Module Week & Topic
	Description of Assessment

	FC#6: Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism undermine health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community, and systemic levels
	Week: 4, 5

Topic: 4: Religious and political ideology in the rural U.S., and 5: Race/Ethnicity
	Discussion forum that asks students to reflect about how the political and religious milieu in rural settings influences (positively and negatively) the ability of rural public health agencies and governments to address racial inequity in rural settings

	FC#7: Assess population needs, assets and capacities that affect communities’ health
	Week: 1, and 12-14

Topic: 1: Data sources, 12: Transportation, 13: Access to healthy and affordable food, 14: Access to healthcare.
	Discussion Forum in Week 1: Pick a rural community, find and report data about educational attainment for that community and then select two other drivers we will discuss in the class

Discussion Forum in Week 11: In this discussion, I want you to imagine you live in a rural county, village, etc. Now, imagine you live far away from the nearest hospital or doctor’s office; you need care and you have no transportation and no one close to drive you. You also need groceries. How will you get to these places? Describe the resources that are available through programs in the community to help you. What are the barriers (think about times that systems operate, costs, locations, etc.)? Are there other resources in the community to provide care where you are?

	RC#2: Evaluate how the shared environment (e.g., the interconnection between people, animals, and plants) impacts population health in rural communities.

	Week: 7-10

Topic: One Health, Water and Air Quality/Pollution, Agricultural Systems, Community infrastructure and Built environment
	Using the St. Louis, Michigan PBB contamination of a food supply issue as a case study, students will create a poster that evaluates the shared environment to explain how this issue happened and how it impacts human health. Students will consider the following conditions in the scope of the PBB contamination of the food supply, as well as the ongoing Superfund cleanup of the chemical company, and how relationships between these conditions/systems impacted health outcomes for rural Michigan residents: Agricultural systems, Commercial, commerce, and economic systems, Community infrastructure, Environment, ecology, water, and air quality.


	RC#3: Analyze root causes of morbidity or mortality in rural communities.

	Week: 2-6, and 11-14

Topic: Income, poverty, education, religion, politics, race, SOGI, One Health, Pollution, Agricultural, Infrastructure and Built Environment, Housing, Transportation, Access to Food, Access to Healthcare
	Using sources introduced in Module 1 (or any other data source that is relevant), choose one population health outcome (a specific chronic disease morbidity or mortality) at the city or county level (a rural community). Describe the current state of this disease/condition in the community. Choose at least three drivers of health discussed in Modules 2-6, and Modules 11-14, and provide an analysis of how each contributes to the outcome. This analysis must use peer-reviewed literature as evidence that the driver influences the outcome. In addition, provide one evidence-based suggestion (e.g. intervention, strategy, or policy, among others) for each driver of health that could be implemented to address the driver of health and improve the community health outcome.

	RC#4: Explain the influence of key stakeholders (e.g., formal, or informal leaders, resident voice, or others) on rural health delivery and outcomes.

	Week: 3

Topic: Education
	Discussion Forum that asks students to discuss the role, and potential effectiveness of rural local public health agencies in advocating for local, state, and national educational policy.
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